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Takeaway

Learn the procedures and tools you can use to reveal a lost product key for a currently installed version of
Windows.

Problem

In order to install or reinstall Microsoft Windows you must have access to a Product Key for that version of the
operating system. The product key can typically be found on a yellow sticker on the CD case of the installation
CD, or on a small Microsoft sticker on the outside of the PC's case (if the OS came preinstalled on the machine).
If you no longer have access to the product key then you will effectively "lose" a Windows license if you ever have
to reinstall the operating system.

Solution
There are several methods you can use to uncover a lost product key for a version of Windows that you currently
have installed.

For older versions of Windows you can extract the product key from the Windows Registry. Click Start | Run and
then type regedit and click OK.

For Windows 95 and Windows 98, browse to this key:
HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINEN\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\ProductlD

For Windows NT 4.0, browse to this key:
HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Windows NT\CurrentVersion\ProductilD
Alternatively, there are also some free scripts and freeware software programs that can help you:

e Magical Jelly Bean Keyfinder: This is probably the best tool for this task. In addition to finding and
identifying product keys for Windows 95/98/ME/NT/2000/XP, it can also uncover product keys for installed
versions of Microsoft Office.

e Windows Key Finders: This is actually a group of tools that can be used for unearthing product keys for
different versions of Windows.

e Belarc Advisor: This free utility builds a detailed profile of your installed software and hardware. (As
suggested in the discussion thread by ShadyHouse).

Whichever method you use, make sure you write down the product key and put it in a safe place for future
reference.
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http://www.magicaljellybean.com/keyfinder.shtml
http://www.angelfire.com/va3/vic3/winkeys.htm
http://www.belarc.com/free_download.html
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Additional resources

e TechRepublic's Downloads RSS Feed | XML |

e Sign up for TechRepublic's Downloads Weekly Update newsletter
e Sign up for TechRepublic's Windows XP newsletter

e Check out all of TechRepublic's free newsletters

Version history
Version: 2.0
Published: April 19, 2006
o Added the Belarc PC utility to the list
Version: 1.0
Published: June 25, 2004

Tell us what you think

TechRepublic downloads are designed to help you get your job done as painlessly and effectively as possible.
Because we're continually looking for ways to improve the usefulness of these tools, we need your feedback.
Please take a minute to drop us a line and tell us how well this download worked for you and offer your
suggestions for improvement.

Thanks!

—The TechRepublic Downloads Team
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